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Getting married is an exciting time in a 
couple’s life together. Wedding planning is 
the next logical step after the engagement 
announcement, and while couples often get 
swept up in planning their dream parties, 
it’s important to note that ultimately the 
ceremony is the star of the day.

Before booking a wedding reception venue 
or getting one’s heart set on a particular 
date, couples need to secure their ceremony 
sites as well as apply for a marriage license. 
In some instances, ceremonies are held at 
the same site as the wedding reception, 
while some couples choose to tie the knot 
in their church or synagogue. Each of these 
types of ceremonies will be governed by the 
schedule of the house of worship or civil site. 

FINDING A VENUE
Once couples choose a wedding date, it is a 
good idea for them to visit their ceremony 
site of choice to check the calendar. It helps 
to have some flexibility in the wedding 
date in case the first choice is unavailable. 
Although summer weddings used to be the 
most popular, today’s couples are tying the 
knot more often in September and October 
than other times of year.

Even though a couple’s wedding is special 
and unique to them, ceremony locations 
handle hundreds of weddings. Couples 
must recognize that competition for certain 
venues may be steep, so it helps to keep 
more than one venue in mind when 
planning a wedding.

GETTING A MARRIAGE LICENSE
While laws may vary from state to state 
within the United States, getting a marriage 
license generally involves filling out the 
application and paying a fee at the county 
clerk’s office. Both applicants are typically 
required to bring identification, such as a 
driver’s license, passport or birth certificate. 
There may be a waiting period between 
submitting the application and the license 
being issued. Couples can pick up the 
license or have it mailed to them. 

Canadian requirements vary by province. 
For example, in Ontario, applicants need to 
be at least 16 years old to marry and must 
show two forms of government-supplied 
identification to apply. The license is valid 
for 90 days from when it is issued.

A marriage license is not the same thing 
as a marriage certificate. The marriage 
certificate typically becomes available 
after the ceremony has taken place and the 
witnesses and officiant have signed off on 
the preceedings. 

Getting married is a multistep process 
that begins with determining where the 
ceremony will take place and acquiring a 
marriage license. With these items in check, 
couples can focus on creating memorable 
wedding days.

The steps involved in securing wedding venues, licenses
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Wedding receptions culminate when the happy couple stands before 
their tiered and towering wedding cake to cut the first slice.

The tradition of wedding cakes has endured since ancient times, 
and cakes have been presented in many incarnations since their 
introduction. In fact, some have not been cake at all. One of the first 
wedding “cakes” was made in ancient Rome and was comprised of 
bread. This bread was broken over the bride’s head to symbolize 
future fertility and good luck for the couple.

Until the 19th century, wedding cakes were actually bridal pies. 
A “bride’s pie” was made of flaky pastry and filled with oysters, 
pine kernels, cockscombs, lambstones, sweetbreads, and spices. 
According to Gastronomica, a journal of food studies, humble 

versions of wedding cakes were also created with mutton and 
mincemeat.

Bridal pies eventually gave way to sweeter offerings, including fruited 
cakes that served as symbols of fertility and prosperity.
Today, wedding cakes run the gamut from all-white, fondant-covered 
confections to simple sheet cakes. Some couples even opt to serve 
their guests cupcakes or cookies.

Although white is the preferred color of wedding cakes, couples may 
opt for hues that evoke the color schemes of their weddings. Queen 
Victoria of England was one of the first people to have pure white 
icing on her wedding cake. It is believed that this is how “royal icing” 
received its name.

Wedding cakes are usually priced by the slice, and prices can range 
anywhere from $1.50 per slice and upward. Couples can budget 
around $300 to $500 for moderately priced wedding cakes for 
parties with 150 to 200 people. According to the wedding resource 
The Knot, the most expensive wedding cake commissioned to date 
was made by Buddy Valastro of Carlo’s Bakery. At the request of New 
York City socialite Devorah Rose for her diamond gala event, the $30 
million cake was topped with jewels.

Let them eat wedding cake
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Accepting the honor of being in a friend or family member’s wedding 
means more than dressing in the fancy clothing and showing up 
on the designated date. The wedding party — particularly the 
bridesmaids and groomsmen — should understand that standing 
alongside the happy couple generally means doing some work 
during the planning period as well as on the big day. It’s the wise 
wedding couple who can recognize the strengths of their family and 
friends and put those attributes to work in productive ways. 

According to The Knot.com, the average wedding party includes four 
people on each side. That means eight extra people who can lend 
their eyes, ears and hands to the bounty of tasks that comprise the 
wedding planning to-do list. Here’s how to delegate with flair.

• Ask and ye shall receive. First off, it is never safe to assume 
that the wedding party will be taking on extra work. Even if tradition 
suggests wedding party members lend a hand, it’s in the best 
interest of the couple to graciously ask for help. This helps establish 
good will at the start.

• Be specific when assigning tasks. Rather than just asking 
for generalized help, make a list of the tasks that seem the most 
challenging and then delegate accordingly. If a member of the 
bridal party is excellent at getting travel deals, have him or her help 
arrange the honeymoon. Someone with an intimate knowledge of 
cuisine can come along to food tastings and help plan the reception 
menu. Friends with a flair for organization can be in charge of 

disseminating information to the entire wedding party or keeping a 
running list of gifts given at various parties so thank-you notes can 
be sent.

• Make wardrobe suggestions. Couples can rely on their most 
honest bridal party members when picking out wedding attire. 
These no-holds-barred individuals can set them straight on fit, 
look and comfort. Trust these people in helping to make the entire 
wedding party look stylish and feel confident.

• Extend the host/hostess duties. It can be tiring for couples to 
tend to the needs of all their wedding guests. Couples can enlist the 
help of their wedding party to ensure that elderly or disabled guests 
get the assistance they need. The wedding party can also step up 
to serve as stand-in dance partners or to help grab drinks or escort 
people as needed. 

• Get the party started. Couples can usually count on their 
wedding parties to help fill the dance floor at the wedding 
reception — even when others have not yet built up the courage to 
showcase their dancing skills. Those bold and loveable friends and 
family members will help keep the energy up and make the wedding 
a blast.

Planning and hosting a wedding is a large undertaking. With the help 
of the wedding party, it can be that much more enjoyable.

Employ helping hands during wedding planning
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Getting  
Married?

ForeverHand in Hand
We specialize in one-of-a-kind 
engagement rings and wedding bands 
to celebrate your
once-in-a-lifetime love.

Engagement Rings | Wedding Bands
Bridal Jewelry | Attendant Gifts
Fine Watches | Custom Designs | Engraving

Financing Available and 
Layaway interest free
on approved credit

Hand-Selected, Certified Diamonds for 
superior quality you can trust 

Solid 
Gold Inc.

1901 Gentry Memorial Hwy.
Easley, SC 29640
Phone: 864-878-2482 
www.solidgoldinc.net
Mon – Fri 10-6 • Sat 10 – 4
On site repairs and designs

Quality Never Ages
Your Search For Things From Eras Past Will Bring You Here

Uncle Sam’s Antiques & Collectables
108 North First St. • Easley, SC 29640 • (864) 855-2150 • Email: Samuel.norris@att.net

Hours: Mon - Fri: 9am - 5pm  • Sat: 10:30am - 5pm • Sunday: Closed
Locally Owned And Operated For 15 Years By Sam Norris & Griffi  n Hill

Voted Best Antique Store in Pickens County 2012

• Unique Treasures • Antiques • Collectables • Hard to Find Items • Coins

(across from City Hall)

Uncle Sam’s Antiques, established in 1999, is a place 
to browse for hours.

From rare coins to teacups and antique bottles to 
rocking chairs, there’s a little bit of everything.

From the beginning collector to the refined expert, we 
have affordable coins and currency for every collecting 
level. Whether you are looking for the perfect beginner 
set or an awesome addition to an advanced collection, 
we have it for you or can find it for you.

Quality Never Ages

Uncle Sam’s Antiques & Collectibles
108 North First St. • Easley, SC 29640 • (864) 855-2150

Hours: Mon - Fri: 9am - 5pm • Sat: 10:30am - 5pm • Sunday: Closed
Locally Owned And Operated By Sam Norris & Griffin Hill
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Weddings are steeped in tradition, and one of the more enjoyable 
ones is the custom of gifting members of the bridal party. With 
regard to picking out tuxedos and planning the wedding, grooms 
may not spend as much time with their groomsmen as brides 
do with their bridesmaids. But that does not mean grooms don’t 
want to go above and beyond when gifting their groomsmen. The 
following are a handful of unique groomsmen gift ideas.

• Guys’ day out: While it’s customary to gift groomsmen with 
mementos of the wedding that they can keep for years to come, 
there’s no law forbidding grooms from gifting an experience. 
Grooms can book a guys’ day or night out for after the wedding, 
buying each groomsmen a ticket to a ballgame and paying for dinner 
for the whole crew. Or consider a more adventurous outing, such as 
a group bungee jump or whitewater rafting trip. Provide a memento 
by ordering a handful of specially designed commemorative T-shirts.

• Commemorative photo: Many grooms ask relatives and friends 
they have known for much of their lives to be their groomsmen. So 
it’s not uncommon for groomsmen to know each other very well. If 
each member of the party has known one another for years, grooms 
can try to find a photo of all of them together when they were much 
younger. Have the photo professionally framed, noting the date of 

the wedding with an engraving on the frame. If each groomsman is 
from a different period in the groom’s life, then the groom can find a 
photo from early in each relationship to present as a gift.

• Commemorative beer: Many grooms and groomsmen bond 
over beer, so grooms who have raised many a pint with their 
groomsmen might want to create their own commemorative beers 
to show their love and appreciation for their best guy friends. Many 
craft breweries offer brewing classes that teach beer afficionados 
the finer points of making beer. Grooms can attend such classes 
on their own and create their own batch specifically for their 
groomsmen or pay for the whole group to attend the class together.

• Movie poster: Grooms with a creative side and a love of movies 
can create movie posters that mimic those of iconic guy films like 
“Goodfellas” or “Animal House,” swapping out images of the film’s 
stars with likenesses of themselves and their groomsmen. Have the 
finished products framed before presenting one to 
each groomsman.

Unique groomsmen gift ideas



Say “I do” to the 
perfect mortgage with

“The Miller Team”
1814 East Main Street, Suite B| Easley, SC
P: 864.214.3579 | www.onqfinancial.com

On Q Financial #5645
NMLS #986246 / SC-MLO # 98624
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Wedding planning often begins moments after couples get engaged. 
Once a ring is presented, a new chapter in a relationship is born.

While couples remember the sentiments and the style of their 
engagements forever, the engagement ring serves as  the 
lasting symbol of that momentous occasion. Choosing the right 
engagement ring is complicated. Such a decision involves knowing 
what a future spouse desires in a ring and balancing those desires 
with budget. 

Shopping for an engagement ring can be both nerve-wracking and 
exciting. But there are ways to make the process go as smoothly as 
possible.

• Listen carefully anytime jewelry is discussed. Getting an idea 
of which style of jewelry the love of your life prefers requires keeping 
your eyes and ears open anytime jewelry is mentioned. Subtle hints 
may be dropped and pages to magazines may be folded back to 
provide a nudge in the right direction. It’s also perfectly fine to ask 
for your future spouse’s input, particularly if you’ve already spoken 
about marriage and know that an engagement is on the horizon.

• Have a good idea on the shape of the stone. All gemstones need 
to be cut in particular ways so that they reflect light and sparkle. 
Stones are also cut in specific shapes that provide the overall form 
of the stone. These include round, princess, emerald, oval, marquise, 
and pear, among others. Many people have distinct preferences 
when it comes to the shape of the ring. Keep in mind that some 
shapes are more common than others and some may be more 
expensive as well. According to Long’s Fine Jewelers, round cut 
diamonds are the most popular today and also some of the most 
expensive. Marquise and oval also tend to be pricey. Princess and 
emerald cut diamonds may be more affordable, offers Genesis 
Diamonds.

• Know all the specs. Buying an engagement ring means being 
armed with a lot of knowledge. In addition to shape, there are the 
four Cs to consider. These refer to the stone’s cut, carat, clarity, and 
color, and will determine the financial value of the gemstone. Take 
some time to learn about each of the four Cs so you can make a 
more informed decision when visiting the jeweler. 

• Shop around. Not all jewelers are the same, and you want to find 
one with whom you feel comfortable and believe you will get the best 
value for your money. Believe it or not, you can purchase the ring in 
two parts — opting to shop for a setting from one place and a stone 
from another. Jewelers will often do whatever is necessary to make 
their customers happy, so don’t be afraid to ask for customization.

Engagement ring buyers may also want to consider gemstones 
other than diamonds. Buyers also must know their beloved’s ring 
size before buying the ring. Brilliant Earth jewelry says 6 to 6.5 are 
the most common ring sizes. 

When shoppers are prepared, the engagement ring-buying process 
is that much easier.

Engagement ring buyer’s guide



Weddings tend to be formal affairs, 
but there are no laws prohibiting 
happy couples from hosting more 
casual affairs. In fact, many couples 
confronted with the rising costs of 
tying the knot are doing just that.

According to The Knot 2016 Real 
Weddings Study, the average cost 
of a wedding in 2016 exceeded 
$35,000, and that price tag does not 
even include couples’ honeymoons. 
Some couples may not have the 
means to finance such lavish affairs, 
while others may want to save for larger 
expenses, such as a house, while still being 
able to celebrate their nuptials with family 
and friends. Casual weddings can provide 
that opportunity. However, while casual 
weddings are less formal, couples will still 
need to keep some things in mind to make 
their ceremonies and receptions both fun 
and memorable.

• Let guests know the wedding will be 
casual. Perhaps the most important thing 
couples can do when hosting a casual 
wedding is inform their guests that the 
ceremony and reception will not be formal 
affairs. Be as specific as possible regarding 
the dress code so guests don’t feel 
embarrassed if they overdress.

• Don’t abandon tradition entirely. Couples 
hosting casual weddings may not feel 
beholden to all the traditions associated 
with more formal affairs, but that does 
not mean tradition should be abandoned 

entirely. For example, fathers-of-the-
bride may still hope to share a spotlight 
dance with their daughters, while siblings 
or friends may still hope to serve as 
bridesmaids or groomsmen. Just because a 
wedding is less formal does not mean it has 
to be completely void of tradition, especially 
those traditions that can let couples’ closest 
loved ones know how much they are loved 
and appreciated.

• Plan to feed 
guests. While 
couples having 
casual weddings 
may choose to have 
their receptions 
somewhere other 
than banquet 
halls, they should 
still plan to feed 
their guests. 
Some guests may 
be traveling and 
staying in hotels to 

attend the wedding, and it’s a nice 
gesture to show appreciation for 
their efforts by providing them 
with a meal. A meal also offers a 
great chance for guests to mingle 
with the married couple and 
fellow guests. Something simple 
like a backyard barbecue or a 
catered meal at home fits nicely 
with a casual setting.

• Don’t overlook logistics. Small 
details, like transportation, 
parking and lodging will still need 

to be arranged. If hosting guests at home 
after the ceremony, make sure guests will 
have ample places to park their vehicles. In 
addition, make the same efforts regarding 
lodging for guests that you would if planning 
a formal wedding, as out-of-town guests will 
still need a place to sleep.

Our Talent.

Custom Wedding Arrangements 
Designed Just for You 

• Bouquets • Centerpieces • Ceremony Flowers • Corsages • Boutonnieres 
Complimentary Consultations

Tiger Lily Flowers LLC
500-8 Old Greenville Hwy. • Clemson, SC 29631 • 864-654-1927 

tigerlilygiftsandflowers.com 

Your Style.

300 E. 1st Avenue
Easley, SC 29640
www.efbc.org Reserve your date today! 

"Happily Ever After"
Begins with the perfect Venue!

EaslEy First 
Baptist ChurCh
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How to host a casual wedding



All-inclusive weddings and special events!

207 Westminster Highway | Westminster, SC 29693
Glenn and JoAnn Blake, Hosts

864-647-8559
www.magnoliamanorbb.com

Offering four ceremony locations and three reception 
locations on nine beautiful private acres!

Book Your Rehearsal
Dinner with Us,

 or your brunch,
luncheon or shower!

Our banquet room seats
up to 90, with many

catering options available.

116 Ann Street, Pickens, SC  •  864/507-4310  •   gatehouserestaurant.com

00883416
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Brides-to-be may invest thousands of dollars into their wedding day 
ensembles. Online wedding resource The Knot says that the average 
cost for a wedding dress is $1,469. Grooms 
generally have a much easier and less 
expensive experience with their wedding 
day attire. In fact, grooms often rent their 
tuxedos for minimal cost.

Renting a wedding tuxedo has its 
advantages, namely in the cost savings. 
However, it’s easy for a guy to fall into the 
trap of renting something that will not help 
him look his best if he isn’t educated about 
the process. Looking sharp involves a little 
more than just showing up to the shop and 
picking a tux off the rack.

CHOOSE YOUR RETAILER WISELY
Many stores sell or rent suits and tuxedos. 
As is the case with many aspects of wedding 
planning, getting a recommendation from 
friends or family members can help grooms 
identify the shops that offer exemplary 
service. When attending others’ weddings 
or special events, pay attention to the look 
of the groom and his groomsmen. Find 
out where they got their tuxes. Price alone 
should not dictate where to shop.

Once bridesmaid dresses have been 
selected, the groomsmen can begin to shop 
around for tuxedoes. This way ties and vests 
will coordinate. Initial tux selection should 
begin between four and six months before 
the wedding.

GET A PROPER FITTING
The experts at Men’s Wearhouse say that it 

is important to be fitted for a tux or suit properly. Their professionals 
can handle the measurements, or men shopping elsewhere can 

use a tailor of their choosing. Shoulders 
should be close to the body in the jacket but 
not restrictive. Sleeves should fall so that 
they show a quarter- to a half-inch of shirt 
sleeves when arms are at the sides. An ill-
fitting suit or tux can make a gentleman look 
sloppy. It is key to pay attention to sizing and 
use a shop that has a variety of styles that fit 
various body types.

CHOOSE A CLASSIC STYLE
No one wants to look outdated in their 
wedding pictures. By choosing a classic 
cut and color in a suit or tux, guys will look 
stylish no matter the year. Fun can be had 
with vest colors or bow ties.

CONFIRM THE ORDER
The entire wedding party can visit the 
tuxedo shop for selections and fittings. The 
groom should call the store at least a month 
prior to the wedding to ensure that everyone 
has been fitted. Tuxes should be picked up 
a few days in advance of the wedding and 
tried on to ensure that everything fits and 
all accessories are included. This way last-
minute alterations or substitutions can be 
made.

Grooms and groomsmen can look dapper 
by selecting a classic suit or tuxedo, having 
it properly fitted and confirming that all 
wardrobe components are ready to go in 
time for the big day.

Tux-renting basics



Hours of Operation
Mon. Tues. Thurs. Fri.- 8:30am ~ 5:00pm

Wed. Sat. 8:00 am ~ 12:00pm

Palmetto Pointe Apartments | Newberry, S.C.
Now Accepting Applications!

Offering beautiful one, two & three bedroom apartments...

Many Furnished Amenities including: Refrigerator, Range, Microwave, 
Dishwasher, Garbage Disposal, Washer and Dryer Connections, Ceiling Fans, 

Beautiful Interiors and more!
All within close proximity to restaurants, banks, shopping, 

 pharmacies, public park and schools.
Also onsite are a Playground, Exercise Room, Computer Lab, 

Laundry Facility, Outside Storage and Community Center.

Applications may be picked up at the 
onsite office located at:

1123 Palmetto Pointe | Newberry, SC 29108
Or call (803) 321-1951 For further information

Section 8 Vouchers Accepted 0
0

9
0

3
2

6
2

Free 30 minute 
massage

Upgrade to 60 minutes for $35
(Regularly $70)

Upgrade to 90 minutes for $70
(Regularly $110)

Prices may change at any time
Call or Text (864)990-8802
Book Online thru Facebook
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Technology continues to infiltrate all areas 
of life. So it should come as no surprise 
that apps and digital organization play a 
prominent role in many couples’ weddings. 
Couples may now feel it is necessary to 
design a wedding website to keep their 
guests up-to-date.

Though they’re useful when planning a 
wedding, websites are not a must-
have, according to bridal 
etiquette experts. However, 
those who choose to delve 
into the world of wedding 
websites can keep these 
pointers in mind 
when navigating.

DO use the wedding website 
as a central hub for putting 
pertinent information about the 
wedding that may not be covered on 
invitations or save-the-date cards.

DON’T ignore the potential for identity 
theft and privacy. Wedding websites can 
put quite a deal of personal information out 
for public consumption. Not only will the 
website advertise when the wedding takes 
place (when your home and the homes of all 
your guests will be empty), but also it could 
include birthdays, maiden names, and other 
information that would normally be more 
difficult to track down.

DO use a wedding website provider that 
gives you the option to password protect 

your website. Urge guests not to share this 
protected information with others.

DON’T caption engagement photos, 
bachelorette party photos and more with 
dates and names on the wedding website 
and on other social media.

DO skip the wedding website if you are 
strongly opposed to it. When properly 

composed, a wedding invitation 
will convey all the pertinent 

details. A group email or 
phone calls can alert 
guests to any changes 
after the fact.

DON’T forget to link to gift 
registries.

DO use the wedding website 
to collect responses and then make 

a table seating 
arrangement online. 
This will help you 
stay more organized 
and streamlined.

Wedding websites 
are yet another tool 
couples can use 
to stay organized 
as they plan their 
weddings.

Wedding website do’s and don’ts
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Once couples become engaged and share 
the good news with their friends and 
families, the next step is to begin planning 
their weddings. While couples must make 
a myriad of decisions during the wedding 
planning process, perhaps none is more 
significant than where to tie the knot.

According to The Knot 2016 Real Weddings 
Study, the average cost of a wedding for 
couples who married in 2016 was $35,329. 
That’s a sizable amount, and a big portion 
of that was spent on the wedding venue. 
The Real Weddings Study found that 
couples spent an average of $16,107 on their 
wedding venues in 2016. That figure easily 
dwarfs the next biggest expense ($6,163 for 
the engagement ring) for couples tying the 
knot.

Because the wedding venue comes with 
such a potentially high sticker price, couples 
should give ample consideration to a host 
of factors before choosing where to get 
married.

SIZE
Until they can agree on a guest list, couples 
might want to delay even looking for venues. 
However, some couples might want to first 
look at some venues so they can determine 
just how many guests they can afford to 
invite. Whether they’re hosting small affairs 
or large parties, couples should choose 
venues that can comfortably accommodate 
all of their guests. If possible, look for venues 
with multiple reception areas, which might 
allow for some wiggle room if the guest 
list grows or dwindles during the planning 
process.

AVAILABILITY
Some couples might have an ideal time 
of year they hope to get married. Some 
even know the exact date they hope to 
get married. While that can help with the 
planning, it can also limit couples with 
regard to their venue options. Some venues 
may be booked for as much as a year or 
more in advance during peak wedding 
season. The Real Weddings Study found that 
the most popular months to get married in 

2016 were October and September. Couples 
who hope to follow in the footsteps of many 
2016 brides and grooms may need to book 
their wedding venues well in advance. Those 
who can be more flexible regarding their 
wedding dates may find it easier to book 
their dream venues.

INSURANCE
Ask about the venue’s insurance policies, 
including the policies the venue has to 
protect itself. In addition, ask if the venue 
requires couples to have their own wedding 
liability insurance for protection in the event 
of injury, property damage or incidents 
related to alcohol. Couples may also want 
to make the investment in cancellation/
postponement insurance, and some venues 
may even require it.

FINANCIALS
It’s easy for couples to be focused on 
the bottom line when choosing wedding 
venues, but it’s also important that they 
get a complete grasp of the financials 
before choosing a wedding venue. Ask 
about the amount of the initial deposit and 
if that deposit is refundable. In addition, 
ask when the deposit is due and when 
each subsequent payment is due until 
the balance is paid in full. This can make 
budgeting easier and planning less stressful.

Couples should have fun choosing their 
wedding venues while recognizing that 
certain factors must be given ample 
consideration before signing any contracts.

Factors to consider before choosing a wedding venue
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The cost of weddings 
continues to rise. In its 
2016 Real Weddings Study, 
bridal resource The Knot 
found that the average 
wedding cost couples and 
their families more than 
$35,000. With such a high 
price tag, it’s no wonder 
happy couples look for 
ways to save money.
One of the ways couples 
can save a sizable 
amount of money on their 
weddings is to tie the 
knot on Friday or Sunday 
instead of hosting a 
more traditional Saturday afternoon or evening wedding. Wedding 
ceremony and reception venues may charge considerably less to 
host weddings on Fridays or Sundays. Reception venues tend to be 
the largest wedding expenses, so reducing those rates can go a long 
way toward helping couples stay within their budgets.

While the cost-savings of Friday or Sunday weddings may be the 
main focus for happy couples, it’s important that grooms- and 
brides-to-be recognize that planning Friday or Sunday weddings 
may require some unique planning.

1. Avoid holiday weekends. 
Three-day holiday weekends may seem like the ideal time to host 
Friday or Sunday weddings, as guests likely already have Friday or 
Monday off from work. But the cost of travel and lodging may be 
much higher on holiday weekends than non-holiday weekends. That 
may compel some guests to decline their invitations. In addition, 
many families have holiday weekend traditions and it may be unfair 
for couples to ask them to interrupt or cancel those plans to attend 
their weddings.

2. Consider the timing. 
When hosting a Friday wedding, couples may want to start the 

ceremony later than 
they might if they were 
getting married on a 
Saturday. That’s because 
out-of-town guests who 
don’t want to use more 
than one vacation day to 
attend the wedding may 
be flying in on the day of 
the wedding. A later start 
time gives guests more 
flexibility when booking 
flights. Starting later also 
allows local guests to work 
a full day and still make it 
to the ceremony on time. 
Couples who opt for a 

Sunday wedding may want their ceremonies to start earlier than 
they would on Saturday to accommodate guests who need to go to 
work on Monday morning.

3. Confirm vendor availability. 
Wedding vendors are accustomed to working on Saturdays, when 
the vast majority of weddings take place. So couples should not 
simply assume a favorite deejay, band or catering company will be 
available to work their Friday or Sunday weddings. Couples who 
have particular entertainers or caterers in mind should confirm 
the availability of these vendors before booking a wedding and 
reception facility. It’s also important that couples getting married on 
Sundays confirm that hotel rooms will be clean and ready in time for 
their guests to make it to the ceremony. Many hotels host wedding 
parties on Fridays and Saturday nights, and some might not be able 
to turn rooms around in time to accommodate Sunday wedding 
parties.

Tying the knot on a day other than Saturday can save couples 
money and help make their weddings more unique. But it’s 
important that couples consider more than just cost-savings before 
agreeing to get married on a Friday or Sunday.

3 tips for couples considering Friday or Sunday weddings



Customize Your Cake
We offer a variety of options to make your wedding cake perfect.

specialty flavors • custom designs

We also specialize in cupcake towers, grooms cakes, gluten free 
cakes, french macaroons, custom design cookies and other desserts 

to sweeten your special day.

Consultations are by appointment only. Please call or visit us online 
to schedule a time to meet with our talented team 

Hear what our happy brides have to say!

Couture Cakes of Greenville
1325 Miller Rd, Suite H | Greenville, SC 29607 | Phone: 864-288-6610 

 www.couturecakesofgreenville.com | susan@couturecakesofgreenville.com
Store Hours: OPEN:  Tuesday - Thursday 9am - 5:30pm | Friday 9am -6pm

 Saturday: 9am - 1pm • CLOSED: Sunday and Monday

Let us make your special day even more magical with a 
one-of-a-kind cake created just for your wedding. 

CLASSIC
Wedding Fashions for the Groom

A Smith Clothiers
5051C Calhoun Memorial Hwy | Easley, SC 29640

phone: 864-442-5536 | fax: 864-468-2337
www.asmithclothiers.com | asmithclothiers@gmail.com

A. Smith Clothiers is your “ Men’s Formal Wear Specialist”! 
We offer everything from formal wear rentals to custom 

tailored tuxedos and accessories.
We have our own high quality signature “A. Smith Clothiers” 

Label, or we can provide you with other popular brands. 
We can also  design you a tuxedo to your specifications, as well 

as your accessories. A. Smith Clothiers can outfit an individual, 
or a group for any formal event!


